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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





January 23, 2012
Contact Persons:

Steve Tarter, Show Manager, Showcase Events, (800) 700-7469

Media Fact Sheet

What:  
19th annual Visalia Home & Patio Springfest

When:    
February 10, 11, & 12, 2012
· Friday:

 Noon   to 7 p.m.

· Saturday:
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

· Sunday:
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Where:  
  Visalia Convention Center

Ticket Prices:  Friday: 
Adult Admission…$5

Senior (62+) Admission…$3

                          Sat & Sun:     Adult Admission…$7
Senior (62+) Admission…$5



  Children under 12…………Free

Parking……………………Free

Show Highlights:

· The entire Convention Center stuffed with great value enhancing money saving opportunities with over 350 EXHIBITS filled with home & patio products and services 

· ULTIMATE BACKYARD EXPERIENCE, a show landscape feature designed by 3Dscapes, Jacuzzi Premium Spas, Synthetic Grass Solutions and Work of Art Landscape allows visitors to understand how planning their outdoor environment and incorporating products and services from several merchants - including plants, artificial turf, and of course, the all important spa - enhances both the look and quality of an outdoor oasis!
· Kitchen and bath remodeling experts including Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery and Kitchen Bath Plus will be onsite to discuss upgrading appliances, plumbing, lighting, cabinet and countertop needs.
· Speakers from the Tulare County Master Gardeners join Orchard Supply Hardware vendors, Delta Blue Grass and Kellogg Garden Products, to present gardening seminars that sustain health and well-being, employ industrious insects to control pests, and help you eat fresh vegetables year round. 

· 3 Oaks Studio introduces their new South Valley partner, Embellish & Restore – Visalia’s newest D-I-Y downtown destination giving tips on embellishing and restyling cabinets and furniture and hosting all-day sessions to play with the Annie Sloan Chalk Paint and the Caromal Colours line of paint.
· Attitude Online provides hourly PC workshops and is joined by the Best Buy Geek Squad who will host sessions on everything from MAC products (Ipad/Iphone/Ipod), selecting tablets and e-readers, or getting the most out of home theater and gaming.
· The pros at The Home Depot show easy-to-do money-saving home repair and remodeling techniques on installing C/O detectors, ceiling fans, bathroom plumbing fixtures, baseboards, molding, kitchen cabinets, flooring and using interior paint techniques.  
· The professional chefs from the Institute of Technology’s Culinary School delight the palate when they prepare Valentine’s Day meals-for-two including pan-seared filets, parmesan-crusted halibut, champagne strawberries, and sweet heart mousse cake.
· Habitat For Humanity of Tulare County seeks support for the “Raise A Roof” campaign and invites show visitors to purchase raffle tickets to win a granite countertop – valued at over $7500.
· And this year’s Springfest sports a Treasure Hunt inviting visitors to locate all of the booths of the participating merchants, and enter to win merchandise valued over $3500 including: a 3-D Landscape Design, two Free DYI Workshop (for two), a Painter-For-A-Day, a Couple’s Day Spa Retreat, a bathroom vanity, Webber island barbeque, bistro dinette set and a $150 shopping spree at the Visalia Mall.
Gardening Seminar Schedule
FRIDAY

1:00pm
Gardening For Your Health And Well Being


By Aranga Firstman, Ed.D., Ph.D., UC Master Gardener
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2:00pm
Growing A Relationship With Gourds


By Diana Pearcy, UC Master Gardener

3:00pm
Selecting The Right Sod



 By John Lender of Delta Blue Grass 

4:00pm
Beneficial Houseplants


By Michael Foster of Plant Source Inc.



Sponsored by Orchard Supply Hardware

SATURDAY

11:00am
Learn To Create An Insectary Landscape


By Cecile Garrison, UC Master Gardener

Noon               Gardening 365 Days A Year And Eating Well 



By Dana Young and Shelley Khal, UC Master Gardeners

1:00pm 
Soils:  Different Types And Uses



David Benningfield, Kellogg Garden Products



Sponsored by Orchard Supply Hardware

4:00pm 
How To Do Wood Staining



Holly Warner, Orchard Supply Hardware

SUNDAY

11:00am
Time to work on that New Year’s promise! 



Get going with Square Foot Gardening



By Bev Servadio, UC Master Gardener, Certified SFG Speaker

1:00pm 
Terrariums:  Create Your Own Mini-Garden



By Olivia Sanchez, Orchard Supply Hardware

Computer/Internet Workshops
PC TOPICS:
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Windows 8




FRI:  1pm     SAT:  11am      SUN: 11am

Digital Cameras/Emailing Photos

FRI:  2pm     SAT:    1pm      SUN: 1pm

Maintain Computer Performance/

  Prevent Viruses & Spyware

FRI:  4pm     SAT:    3pm      SUN: 3pm 

Offsite Backup: Why & How

FRI:  5pm     SAT:    4pm      

MAC/HOME THEATER TOPICS:
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Incorporating  Your Computer, And The 

  Internet Into Your Home


FRI:  3pm     SAT:    2pm      SUN: Noon 

Using MAC Products: 
   Ipad/Iphone/Ipod



FRI:  6pm     SAT:    Noon    

Maximizing Your Gaming Experience
SAT: 5pm

Selecting/Using Tablets & E-Readers
SUN: 2pm

Getting The Most Out of Home Theater
SUN: 4pm

Kids’ Stuff

[image: image3.jpg]



This year, Orchard Supply Hardware, hosts the very popular Kids Potting Clinic.  

Children and parents alike get involved with hands-on tasks and the plants are to take home.
Clinic Session Hours: 10am - 3pm on Saturday and Sunday (while supplies last)
######
